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? SMALLER TURKEY CROP EXPECTED THIS YEAR 


Turkey growers plan to reduce turkey production in 1947 by 16 percent the 
‘Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported today. This will be the second successive 
reduction since the peak production year of 1945, If growers CANTY, out their 
intentions the number of turkeys raised this year will be about 344 million, 
Compared with 41 million in 1946, The 1947 crop would be 23 nerdent smaller than 
the record crop of 45 million in 1945, ‘The 1939-43 average number was about 33% 
million turkeys, 


Turkey growers in the West, where about a fourth of the 1946 crop was raised, 
plan a decrease of 26 percent this year, A decrease of 16 percent is expected 
in the West North Central ale be the largest producing area in the United States 
with 31 percent of the Nation's turkeyse In the South Atlantic States srowers 
plan a de¢rease of about 12 percent. Growers in Hast North Central and the North 
Atlantic States expect a 10 percent decrease from the 1946 crop. The smallest 
decrease planned this year'is 7 percent in the South Central States, Growers in 
Texas and Oklahoma’ plan a decrease of only 5 percent, which partially offsets much 
heavier decreases in other States in this area, , 


t Numbers actually raised usually vary: from January 1 intentions, the difference 
f depending on prices of feed, hatching eggs and poults, and on the sale of turkeys 
_ Yemaining in growers! hands. Last year the number of turkeys raised was about 4 
» percent less than January 1 intentions because of anuncertain feed situation 

ing the hatching season, In 1945 producers raised 14 percent more birds than 
ey intended because of the increase in turkey prices during the hatching season 
nd the shortage of red meats, In 1944 producers raised 8 percent more turkeys 
han they intended on January 1. In earlier years of record the intention 
ndications exceeded actual numbers raised —~ in 1943 by 12 percent, in 1942 by 8 
ercent, in 1941 by less than 1 percent, in 1939 and 1940 by 2 percent, and in 
1938 by 3 percente 


Reasons given by turkey growers on January 1 as to why they intend to decrease 
their 1947 turkey crop below that of 1946 all indicate that their 1946net returns wore 
cut severely by higher feed prices than in 1945 with little change in turkey 
prices, Feed prices averaged 20 percent higher in 1946, Growers generally expect 
high feed costs in 1947 and a decline in the demand for turkey meat with 
accompanying lower turkey prices, Other reasons mentioned were the high cost of 
labor, loss caused by predatory animals, and the unusual spread .between hens and 
toms as influencing them to cut production in 1947, 
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INTENTIONS TO RAISE TURKEYS IN 1947 
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1/ Preliminary estimates as of August 1, 19h6,: 
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